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L7 \“"‘-\- For nearly 30 years, the Cormmunity Feundation of theVirgin Elands {CFY
' has been a caralyst for positive change in the Territory through initiatives
committed to youh,learning, family support, and the environment.

These of us concerned with tracking and jmproving the well-being
of our children and families face a challenge in the UsYirgin klands.
Unlilee the 50 States and the District of Columbia, the decenrial censis is
the only federally funded guaranteed source of demographic data for
the Territory. Therefors, the censis plays a critical role in determining the
distribution of public resources and representation.

An aceurate count is eritical to prometing equity for communities across the nation.
CFY| i= committed to participating in national initiatives such as the Yye Court!
{ampaigh, o ensure representarion of the ferritory’s unique political and |egal status.
Recognizing the sgnificant differences in census structure in the USY] compared to
other jurisdictions, CFY| advocated for customization of this guide, and ﬂppr’ﬂcmte

that the YWE COUNT! parthers were supportive of this goal.

CFY¥ls commitment to children and families in the USYl is central
to our mission, and we will continue to expand our efforts as we
build forward to a stronger and more resilient community .
one which is kinder and gentler for our most vulnerable citizens.

If you have questions about the census, please call the
U.E¥irgin Islands Census Office at (340) 718-2020,

Wisit wwrw. 2020 census.g oviconducting-the-countfisland-oreas.hitml
for more information.

Artoork on this page bas been grodously brovided By Jéind Bolge heal.




Who Counts in America?

Every 10 years we answer that
question by counting each and every
person who lives in this country. It is
called the census and the next one
starts in March 2020.

In the last census,
many families forgot
to count their babies

and young children!

So, here’s a book
to help everyone
learn to count.

Young and old, we ALL count!



| am Miss Faith.

| am — where | live

Young and old, we ALL count!

How many people live with you?

In this book, my friends and | will
help everyone — young and old -
learn to count in the 2020 Census.

Here’s how this book
can help all of us count:

Kids can learn to count
using the beads
as you read aloud.
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Together you can search
the page for answers to
these counting, color,

and culture questions. Grownups will learn how and why
to count for the 2020 Census.

Who should count in
the 2020 Census?

This book has answers to
“who counts” for all kinds

of families. No two families
are the same. But everyone
must count each and every
person —young and old —
that lives in his or her
“household” on April 1,2020.

What is a household?
To the census a household is the

people that live at the same address.

There are many different kinds of
households. In this book you will
meet families who live in a house,
an apartment, or a mobile home.

Some people live in households with
only their relatives. Some people live
in households with many different
people. Let’s learn together how to
count all of these households!
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Katya lives with her mother most
of the time. But, when her mom
works late, Katya stays overnight
with her Grandma, or with an aunt.

Who should count
Katya on the Census?

My name is Katya

Her mother puts Katya on the
census, because Katya stays
most nights with her.

Children should be counted
where they sleep most of
the time. Some kids sleep at
different places, so it may
not be clear where they
spend most nights.

where | live.

In that case, count that
child where they slept
on April 1st, 2020.

Young and old, we ALL count!
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This is tricky. There are 3 people
where James lives. But now there
are 4 people in his family! His
mother just had a new baby! But
the baby is still in the hospital.

Who should be counted?

My name is James...

This is a tricky census count!
New babies that are still in the
hospital are counted with their
family. There are 3 people where
James lives. But, on the census
there are 4 in the household.
James, his parents, and his new
baby brother are all counted on
the same census.

Don'’t forget! Even tiny babies still in
the hospital need to be counted on the
census. The census is done every 10
years. If James or his baby brother
are not counted, then how will his

. community know what they will need
for the next 10 years? If James is
not counted there may not be a seat
ready when he starts kindergarten.
Childcare programs may not have a
spot for his baby brother.

We are - (2\ where | live.

Young and old, we ALL count!

James’ new baby brother is still
in the hospital. Let’s think of a
good name for James’ brother!

There are @ @ @ @

counted on this census form.




My name is Sophea...

We are

Young and old, we ALL count!

where | live.

Sophea, her brother Kadir, her
mother, and her father all live
together at the same address.

Who should be counted?

They are all counted
as one household.

In the last census, many families
forgot to count their young children!
So, the government did not know
about these children. States and
territories get money for
childcare, schools, and
healthcare based on the
number of children counted
in the census. y

Our community sure
could use this money!




My name is Frankie...

We are

Y

— where | live.

Young and old, we ALL count!

Who do you think is older?
Frankie or his brother?
Why do you think that?

|

Frankie, his brother Tomas, and

his sister, Nina, live with their
grandparents, Nonno and Nonna.
But, their grandparents live in a
building that is only for senior
citizens. So, if anyone asks, they all
pretend that Frankie, Tomas, and
Nina are just visiting.

Who should be counted?

Frankie, Tomas, Nina, and their
grandparents all count on the
census. True answers to the
census will help their community.
They will not be in trouble for
those answers.

Why? By law, the census is private
and answers are not shared with
anyone — not landlords or police.

The information is only used to answer
big questions about communities —

! like how many people live in this city?
What are their ages and ethnicities?
Questions like these help everyone
understand what people
and communities need.

For example, if the census shows that
a neighborhood has many young
children, the local government can
plan to open another school, change
laws, or build new housing so children,
like Frankie, Tomas, and Nina can live
without worry in their grandparents’
senior housing.

1



Filling out this census form will be
a bit tricky! Sometimes there are
as many as 6 people where Maria
lives. But Maria’s brothers are not
living at home right now. Juan lives
with his aunt. Carlos is in the Armuy.
Rosa is Maria’s foster sister, and
lives in the household now.

Who should be counted?

Only 4 people—Maria, Rosa,
her mother and father, are
counted on this census.

We are _

Children in foster care are
counted where they live. So, Rosa
is counted with Maria’s family.

Juan is living with his aunt. So,
he should be counted on his |

— where | live. aunt’s census form.

Family members in the army,

like Carlos, will be counted

by the military. Anyone living

away from home — at college,
a prison, in a homeless shelter,

IJW
an elder care facility, or any /
other such place will

!I ‘ ]
be counted there. C;J I:l

So there are @ @ @ @

Young and old, we ALL count!

Which bead is the same color
as the hot peppers? What color is that?

Can you find anything else
that color on the page?

counted on this census form.
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My name is Sami...

We are —

Sami is six years old.
Can you find the number 6 bead?
What color is that bead?

Sami and his sister Aisha live with
their parents and grandmother.
Many relatives stay at Sami’s

house when they first come to

live in the United States. Uncle
Omar is living with them right now.
So is Cousin Joe.

Who should be counted?

Anyone staying at Sami’s
house on April 1st, 2020 with
no other fixed address should
be counted.

This includes Sami, his
mother, father, grandmother, 13
his sister Aisha, and Cousin &4
Joe who is here to study. 87 =7
Don’t forget Uncle f)(
Omar! Even though he '/ . J I\
is sleeping on the couch | o
until he finds a new

place, he is counted with /|
Sami’s family. \




Frida lives with her parents,
her brother, her grandma, her
Aunt Elena, and 2 cousins.They
move every spring so Frida’s
parents and aunt can work.

Who should be counted?

All of Frida’s family should
be counted where they live
on April 1st, 2020.

A census worker will stop by
to count the household.

Can you find Frida and her mother in this picture?
Here’s a hint. Frida’s mother is wearing a shirt
that is the same color as bead number 4.

16



Shanti just came with her mother,
father, and favorite doll to live in
the United States. Luckily, another
family from their village has turned
their garage into a home where
Shanti and her parents can live.

Who should be counted?

My name is Shanti...

Shanti and her family share an
address with another family. But
they live in their own private place,
or separate unit. So, when the census
worker comes to conduct the
census, they will fill out two
forms. One for Shanti and her
family, and one for the other “j~=
family. Y

We are

The census worker may
not know that there are
two households at this
address. Both families can
share this information
with the census worker
to be certain everyone is
counted.

6

Young and old, we ALL count!

There are 9 people who live with Shanti.
Let’s count together to 9 on your fingers.




.~ My name is Patience...
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If you were going to throw
a wedding or invite all your
neighbors to a party your
first question would be —

How many people are coming —
and how much food do we need?

That counting of

guests is a census!

We all pay taxes, right? Sometimes it feels like that is all we do!
A tax on your paycheck; a tax on things you buy; taxes on things you sell.

Some tax money goes to your state, some to your county or city, and
some (called federal or national taxes) go straight to Washington DC.

All that tax money adds up to about $900 billion dollars.
Think you have no say about where the government spends that money? You do!

The government uses the census numbers so they know:
* How many people live in your community.

* The ages of people in your community.

* What services your community is likely to need.

* How much money to send back to your community to pay for those services.

So, if you take the census and are counted...
then the share of the money you paid in taxes comes back to your community.

That money pays for the services all our families need and use.




I’m taking the census to support Census numbers

So James can
make sure funds are

1 i Y et the best
R L) I GETR I, sent to communities %} ghildcare when So Frida can
across the US... his parents go go to a school
to work. right down the
Frida’s dad knows that in 2010 many young children street and get
were not counted in the census. lunch for not
So, for the past 10 years many children did not get - too much money,
their share of $675 billion dollars a year that funds . : So Maria’s
their health, education, and housing they needed. ) So Sophea has f<?ster el
doctor visits sister hqs a
A her parents can home s g
B afford. family who is
N there for her.

Your children, family and
our entire community need
you to fill out the Census

and bring the money home!

So Katya, Frankie, Sami, Shanti, and Patience, and their families,
and all of our families get the services our government promises

to us for paying our taxes: like the fire department, highways, and
even garbage collecting. Government services all of us use and

need are based on our response to the census.

The amount of money a community gets for programs that

keep children healthy and strong is only decided by the census
numbers. No politics, no deals — just the answer to one question —
how many children live in this community?

If your family is not counted in the Census,
then the government doesn’t know you are there.
Your share of the money could go to another community.

Q)
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Did you know?

The millions of Americans who

live in Washington, DC and the

US Island territories of Puerto Rico,
the US Virgin Islands, American
Samoa, Guam, and the Northern
Mariana Islands are each
represented by 1 non-voting
Representative to Congress.

The 4 million or so residents
of the U.S Territories cannot
vote for President.

The census is about more than money.
The census is about democracy.

If you and your family are not counted in the census - then
your community will have less power, voice, and
representation in your national, state, and local government.

The US Congress has 535 voting members:
100 senators.
* Every state — no matter how many people live there —
sends 2 senators to Congress.

435 representatives.
* But every 10 years, after the census, the number of
representatives each state can elect is re-divided.
More people = more representatives...

Some states and other government bodies, like city
councils, also use the census to divide the number
of seats in their state, county, or city legislature.

The number of people living in a state even determines \
how many “votes” (in the electoral college) that state
has to elect a PRESIDENT.

You deserve to have representatives who come from your
community and can make sure your community’s voice is heard.

Taking the Census is a very direct way to make sure you have a voice.

What | hear about the Census
and immigration is confusing.

People are confused about the
questions you will be asked on the census.

The census counts how many people there are in the country,
no matter their age, race, ethnicity or immigration status.

It does not ask about your citizenship or legal status.

It does not ask when or if you came here from another country.

There is talk in the US right now that suggests that
only some families and some voices count.

But the United States is stronger when each of us counts.

Most of the families in this country came here as
immigrants. Some that came 100 years ago were
also told they did not count.

Your family and your community matter and
deserve to be counted.

Fill out the Census form so each and
every one of us counts in the story of America.

Of course, if your family has
been here in America much
longer than many of us -
be sure you count too!
The census counts Native
Americans, Pacific Islanders,

Alaska Natives, and other First

Nation peoples. When you

and your children are counted,
tribal governments receive the
right amount of funding for so

many of the programs that
your family depends on.
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How do | know or trust that my We read that the census will be online;

answers will be private? how will that work?

Privch is imPortant! . . All census workers will have a census

Getting the right count is also important! ID Badge with their picture

Here is how the people who run the census protect your privacy: If you want to check to be sure they are census

workers, call the U.S.Virgin Islands Census

* Your census answers are separated from your name and address. Office at (340)718-2020

* The information that connects you to your census In the U.S.Virgin Islands you will not complete
SR 0 et an the 2020 Census online or over the phone.

* By law your private information cannot be shared with any person
or government agency It is not shared with the IRS, not DHS, not the

Don’t fall for a fraud.
The Census Bureau will never ask for:

/"— \ FBI, or CIA, or ICE, or even your landlord.
s LT ) * Social Security numbers.
. { — 1 Census workers take an oath to keep your answers private. .
;I a ik llﬂ f -':'rla They can go to jail for up to 5 years and pay a $250,000 * Bank or credit card account numbers.
111 | r“ . ical R
| & ey h | o M| fine if they break that promise! * Money or donations.
| I8 \ I
i @! P e * Or anything on behalf of a political party —
¢ . "“‘-—_.:,J Your census answers — without your name or address — or ask what party you belong to.
are added to everyone’s answers — and used to explain the L
“big picture” of your community, city, county, or state. =
The answers from millions and millions of Americans can then }
guide decisions for government and business planning. .
1 [} _\.‘\ ’?
4 ¢
Census data is used to answer questions like: You can go online to learn more about the 2020 Census in the Virgin Islands at:
How many High School Students should our town expect in 2025? www.2020census.gov/conducting-the-count/island-areas

Where is there new housing that needs a supermarket

y that sells fresh fruit and vegtables?
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Remember!

Starting in March
2020, every house-
hold in the U.S.Virgin
Islands will be visited
by a census worker.

Everyone should be
counted - no matter age,
race, ethnicity or
immigration status.

Count everyone where
they live on April 1st.

The census worker will
ask you questions and fill
out a census form with
your answers.

Count all kids!
If your baby is still in the
hospital but born on or
before April 1st - then count
him or her too!

The time you take to fill out
your census form will help
bring millions of dollars to

your community to pay
for schools, childcare, health
services and other programs
we all depend on.

Your answers are
private. Your name
and address are
separated from your
form to give a big
picture of your
community.
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Fi seend funding tha @ helpred this boole amd frogeam Maossom, we ocounded on {and thank)
The Hennyg amd Marilyn Taub Foundaition, The Micholson Foundation, The Turrell foundea tion,
The Burlee found ation and The Geraldine B. Dodge Foundadon. Thenl you alse o The Hom Family foundation amd
The Carnegie Conprong tion of NV who then helpred s takee WE COLUNTT na tionwide.
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*ﬁ §pecfat thanks to Melissa Litwin, who conceived of this project
and shares ourvision of a world where every child, family,
and culture, counts, and every book launches a new joumney.

The baautiful ilustrations inthis boolk WE COUN Tz available in many languag ez
thanks tothiz inaradible team of transhator

wrara sach craatad by an artist who

sharas a aubtural heritaga with the childean Arrman Devajian: Armanian
sl L S Moham=d Abdalhalim: Arabis
Ml brators! Minhaz Ahmad:Bangali
Mizz Faith: ChasaWalkar Maryarm Torbati: Farsi
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dames Charnele Barbowr Crangfang Fhao: Traditienal Chiness
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Frankiz:Sus Cornslizon Jung Sook Chong:Korzan

Maria: Elsa Chavarri Dangfang Zhao Mandarin

Sami:dalia Shahin Catlard Gurdzsp Kesar: Punjabi

bt s Anastasiaarke-Molamen: Russian
Frida: Soud

ShHb I TanlL e Araosly Rozalas, Carlos Rosales: Spanizh

lrena Gonzaga: Tagalog

MiatnarnesaAm arioan Sorm munity
Cantar of tha East Bay Yistnamass

Fatiznose: ChasaWalkar

CalinaYaga-vWong: Translation Dezsignar
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FIRET & and Simply Put want to thank alk tha trostad massangers oaregivars
and teacharsz whio evary day enzurethat evary child, avary parent, avary ons of Uz cOunTs

For helping us undersmnd the censuzs and why itz critical to our demecracy: :
The womenof the LS Census Burenu who inspired uz orcount an thereand ¥Williany 7 Hore, Edwiard Kitsam, Cindy Cuerada =

For joining uz in the census vormes: Fendro Devsjian, Memedas Samono, Barbara Lowrenca, Fare Lisbman
Faren Dillett Sdndhya Manhoni, Ambila Faopus Gemy FManion. Shannon Rileg-&yers Susan Baer Elise Berlman,
Blanche Brmanm Lorl Maowicle, Claire Baston, Benita Somertfield, Carre n Shulmian Joal Bamstein, Minhaz Ahrmed

Thanl, you tothe mdny eacl) childhood progmm: of Passaic County, and tothe cities of Paterson and Pasiaic.
e hope this boolinspires sachiand every family inthe county o proadly stand up and be counted You have Tnspired usl

Forsupporting us in multdple saysas we counted; Danial Dubnoy Erc Brines ol Fram





