
GREAT READS FROM THE U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS

Creative Callaloo: Art, Poems, and Recipes Inspired by the Virgin Islands In this 
vibrantly illustrated book, St. Croix artist Danica M. David, poet Winifred Oyoko 
Loving, and chef Mark E. Davis serve us a delicious and nourishing blend of 
recipes, poetry, art, history, and more. A unique and satisfying Caribbean book 
with the colors and flavors of the Virgin Islands on every page.

Danica M. David is a contemporary artist and visual art educator born on the 
Caribbean island of St. Croix, U. S, Virgin Islands. She has used the arts to depict 
the nuances of Virgin Islands culture, its vibrant colors, and textures for the past 
twenty-five years. Creating and inspiring others in the arts is her life’s passion. 
Her awards include the Crucian Cultural Heritage Award and The Teacher of the 
Year Award. Danica’s artwork has graced the walls of patrons in the Caribbean, 
Europe, and the mainland. Her first book Creative Callaloo: Art, Poems, and 
Recipes Inspired by the Virgin Islands was released in December of 2018. Danica’s 
artwork is also published in Carol Mitchell’s book ‘Round My Christmas Tree; 
Apple Gidley’s novel Fireburn; and Charlene Abramson Joseph’s children’s book 
The Vienna Cake Mystery.

Broo ‘Nansi and Hummingbird This brand new stand-alone  tale is full of twists, 
turns, humor and wisdom as Broo ‘Nansi offers to cheer up his friend Broo 
Ram Goat by making costumes for the upcoming carnival. The book includes 
information on the origins of the Anansi folktales, complete with geographic 
map and a reader’s guide. It is the third in the series Under the Big Tree: New and 
Traditional Tales of the Caribbean and Beyond published by Little Bell Caribbean, 
and is dedicated to the award-winning Gypsy Troupe in St. Thomas.

Author and publisher Mario Picayo was born in Cuba. As a child he and his family 
moved to Puerto Rico and later to the United States Virgin Islands. He now 
resides in New York, but continues his close relationship with the Virgin Islands, 
spending part of the year on St. Thomas and publishing the work of Virgin 
Islands writers and illustrators, as well as the work of other Caribbean authors 
and illustrators. He is the author of A Very Smart Cat; Four Wishes for Robbie; 
Fun, Fun One Crab on the Run; The Shark and the Parrotfish and Other Caribbean 
Fables; and one of the Caribbean’s all-time best selling children’s titles, A 
Caribbean Journey from A to Y (Read and Discover What Happened to the Z).  
The last two titles were also published by Editorial Gente Nueva (Havana, Cuba) 
in Spanish language editions.

In 2004 the New York State Assembly made public recognition to his artistic  
and literary career and to his work as defender and promoter of Latino and 
Caribbean culture.
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2026 Youth Great Read



“Race Relations in the U.S. Virgin Islands: St. Thomas -A Centennial 
Retrospective,” by Dr. Marilyn F. Krigger, was chosen as the USVI’s adult Great 
Read for 2025. It is an account of the results of a 1917 territorial acquisition by 
the United States. Known previously as the Danish West Indies, it is now the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. The book’s main focus is on the changes that have taken place 
since the 1917 purchase, particularly greater economic growth (largely through 
tourism) and greater racial and social separation. Dr. Krigger interviewed or 
consulted 209 persons who are a testimony that this project was a lifelong  
labor of love.

University of the Virgin Islands Professor Emerita of History Dr. Marilyn F. 
Krigger is a native and resident of the U.S. Virgin Islands. In anticipation of 
the 2017 centennial of American rule, she was inspired to add to her previous 
research and writing on American racial influences on the social, political, 
economic, and cultural life of the Virgin Islands and to compile this book, while 
also appealing for greater morality and respect in human relations everywhere.

“The Lizard Lady,” by Jennifer Keats Curtis and Dr. Nicole F. Angeli, has been 
designated as the USVI’s youth Great Read for2025. Join the Lizard Lady as she 
cuts her way through thick Caribbean forests searching for critically endangered 
ground lizards that have been hunted to extinction on the island of St. Croix and 
can only be found on surrounding islands. Readers learn that a day in a life of a 
woman scientist can be anything but boring.

Jennifer Keats Curtis is a longtime author who regularly, and delightedly, works 
with biologists, environmental specialists, and science experts to research 
and write her books. Some of her books include: Children’s Choice Book Award 
Winner Kali’s Story: An Orphaned Polar Bear Rescue, CBC favorite Pooper 
Snooper, and NSTA Outstanding Science Trade Books for Children: After A 
While Crocodile: Alexa’s Diary, Moonlight Crab Count, and Maggie: Alaska’s Last 
Elephant. The realistic fiction, Creek Critters, co-authored with scientists at 
Stroud Water Research Center, was a finalist for the AAAS/Subaru SB&F Prize  
for Excellence in Hands-on Science Books. 

Dr. Nicole F. Angeli is the Director of the Division of Fish and Wildlife for the U.S. 
Virgin Islands and a research associate at the Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of Natural History. She received a PhD at Texas A&M University, a MSc 
at the University of Maryland, and a BA in Behavioral Biology at Johns Hopkins 
University. Dr. Angeli studies how species can survive in a changing world where 
threats still exist. The goal of her work is to inform conservation decision-making 
for endangered species today.
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