
Great Reads from the U.S. Virgin Islands

“Race Relations in the U.S. Virgin Islands: St. Thomas -A Centennial 
Retrospective,” by Dr. Marilyn F. Krigger, was chosen as the USVI’s adult Great 
Read for 2025. It is an account of the results of a 1917 territorial acquisition by 
the United States. Known previously as the Danish West Indies, it is now the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. The book’s main focus is on the changes that have taken place 
since the 1917 purchase, particularly greater economic growth (largely through 
tourism) and greater racial and social separation. Dr. Krigger interviewed or 
consulted 209 persons who are a testimony that this project was a lifelong  
labor of love.

University of the Virgin Islands Professor Emerita of History Dr. Marilyn F. 
Krigger is a native and resident of the U.S. Virgin Islands. In anticipation of 
the 2017 centennial of American rule, she was inspired to add to her previous 
research and writing on American racial influences on the social, political, 
economic, and cultural life of the Virgin Islands and to compile this book, while 
also appealing for greater morality and respect in human relations everywhere.

“The Lizard Lady,” by Jennifer Keats Curtis and Dr. Nicole F. Angeli, has been 
designated as the USVI’s youth Great Read for2025. Join the Lizard Lady as she 
cuts her way through thick Caribbean forests searching for critically endangered 
ground lizards that have been hunted to extinction on the island of St. Croix and 
can only be found on surrounding islands. Readers learn that a day in a life of a 
woman scientist can be anything but boring.

Jennifer Keats Curtis is a longtime author who regularly, and delightedly, works 
with biologists, environmental specialists, and science experts to research 
and write her books. Some of her books include: Children’s Choice Book Award 
Winner Kali’s Story: An Orphaned Polar Bear Rescue, CBC favorite Pooper 
Snooper, and NSTA Outstanding Science Trade Books for Children: After A 
While Crocodile: Alexa’s Diary, Moonlight Crab Count, and Maggie: Alaska’s Last 
Elephant. The realistic fiction, Creek Critters, co-authored with scientists at 
Stroud Water Research Center, was a finalist for the AAAS/Subaru SB&F Prize  
for Excellence in Hands-on Science Books. 

Dr. Nicole F. Angeli is the Director of the Division of Fish and Wildlife for the U.S. 
Virgin Islands and a research associate at the Smithsonian Institution’s National 
Museum of Natural History. She received a PhD at Texas A&M University, a MSc 
at the University of Maryland, and a BA in Behavioral Biology at Johns Hopkins 
University. Dr. Angeli studies how species can survive in a changing world where 
threats still exist. The goal of her work is to inform conservation decision-making 
for endangered species today.
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